
                                                                       

Fourth Week of Advent - The Candle of Love

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son … John 3:16
 May we praise God with acts of love and kindness. Amen

1st Reading: Mi 5:1-4a
Responsorial: Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19.
2nd Reading: Heb 10:5-10
Gospel: Lk 1:39-45

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement of Jesus' 
birth by the angel Gabriel. Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, her cousin, who is 
also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full recognition of the roles that 
they and their unborn children will play in God's plan for salvation. If we were 
to continue to read the verses that follow in Luke's Gospel, we would hear 
Mary respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, The 
Magnificat. Both women recall and echo God's history of showing favor 
upon the people of Israel.

In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity as God to those 
who believe. Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and sings Mary's praise 
because she bears the Lord. We sing these words of praise to Mary in the 
Hail Mary. Even John the Baptist, the unborn child in Elizabeth's womb, is 
said to recognize the presence of the Lord and leaps for joy.

It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role of Mary in 
God's plan of salvation. Elizabeth describes Mary as the first disciple, as the 
one who believed that God's word to her would be fulfilled. Mary's faith 
enabled her to recognize the work of God in her people's history and in her 
own life. Her openness to God allowed God to work through her so that 
salvation might come to everyone. Because of this, Mary is a model and 
symbol of the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in God's 
plan for salvation. Loyolapress.com 

Question of the Week 
Children: How does the Blessed Virgin Mary help you to follow Jesus?
Youth: When have you experienced the presence of the Holy Spirit?
Adults: What role does Mary play in your own spirituality? If you were 
Elizabeth, how would you greet her at your doorway, if she were to arrive 
there?Lifelongcatechesis.osv.com 

Advent 
We Wait In Joyful Hope

Solemnity of Sts. Peter and Paul - June 29th

Did you know? Neither St. Peter nor St. Paul 
has a feast day for just themselves? The 
Church celebrates the “Chair of Peter” on Feb. 
22  and the “Conversion of St. Paul” on Jan. 25.  
The two leading saints of the early Church are 
celebrated together! 

Links for More Ideas & Activities 
Catholicparents.org - O Come, O Come Emmanuel - Sing-Along Advent Hymn! (Kids                
                                     Faith Builder)
catholiccuisine.com -  O is for Bagels and O Antiphons (Family Faith Builder)
catholiccuisine.com - Starlight Cookies for the last week of Advent (Family Faith Builder)
bit.ly/candleoflove- Share the Light  (Family Faith Builder) 
Merry Christmas everyone!  Building Faith@Home will resume January 9th, 2022!

Follow our “Saints of the Season” at    https://bit.ly/saintsoftheseason  
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholi
c-resources/scripture-and-tradition/
scripture/prophets-in-israel/

A Walk Through the Mass - (A Special Series!)

This week, Pop-up catechesis 
looks at the Entrance Procession
Youtube: Pop-Up Catechesis: 
Entrance Procession 
(LoyolaPress)

“It’s not just time talking about prayer life or faith. We are 
responsible to show them how to live our faith.”

5 ways to help your kids keep the faith     US Catholic.org

Whether kids go to public or Catholic school,  it’s the things you do at 
home that really count. 
While there are plenty of ways to foster faith in youth, the following are 
five keys to raising strong, happy Catholics who happen to attend public 
school. 
+Be models of ongoing faith formation, there is always more to learn!
+Be prepared for questions
+Pray together with a variety of prayers
+Attend Mass as a family 
+Be models of charity, forgiveness and love!

“It’s not just time 
talking faith. Parents 
are  responsible to 
show them how to live 
our faith.”

A Student's Prayer for a New School Year

 Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin
 this new school year. 

Allow me to experience Your presence in the 
many blessings You put before me.

 Open my eyes to the new challenges and 
exciting opportunities that this 

new school year brings. 
Open my heart and mind to new friends 

and new teachers. 
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic 

with my studies and courage to accept 
new opportunities. 

Help me to be attentive to my teachers 
and let me experience Your presence

 in my new friends. 
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year! 

Amen

https://catholicexchange.com/ten-ways-prepare-co
mmunion

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13539/docu
ments/2018/5/Ten%20Tips%20for%20Better%20Co
nfessions.pdf

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/growing-in-faith-thr
ough-podcasts ten podcasts

https://epicpew.com/10-biblical-names-jesus-pivotal
-meanings/

10 Quotes On Family From The Holy Fathers
(Catholic-link.org)

https://inspired-motherhood.com/scriptures-to-pray-
over-your-family/

https://osvnews.com/2015/06/17/10-ways-to-live-yo
ur-faith-at-work/

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/catholic/saints/10-in
fluential-saints-and-their-legends.aspx

https://www.thereligionteacher.com/tencommandme
nts-prayer/

https://catholicecology.net/blog/10-ways-catholics-c
an-protect-environment

https://store.rclbenziger.com/sites/default/files/contentedi
tor/CatecheticalSunday_2021_PrayerFamilies.pdf

your 
children like 
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YouTube - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

   “The message we must learn from today's gospel 
comes across without any ambiguity or doubt : we 
must always be ready to face our judgement for we 
know not the day nor the hour when we will be 
called from this life. When or how this world will 
end is of no great importance to us; what is 
important is that we shall leave this world very 
soon and our eternity will depend on the state of 
our consciences at the moment of our departure.” 
(CatholicCulture.org)

Are you ready for the 
synod?  Remember, the 
synod is a journey 
together.  So how do we 
get ready for this journey?  
Let’s start with a checklist!

https://youtu.be/QYdB9mfqvcI

CatholicKidsMedia

December 19, 2021
Continue creating your Jesse Tree Ornaments!
loyolapress.com - Jesse Tree - Fourth Week 
of Advent Symbols

Sunday: John the Baptist
Ornament: Scallop Shell
Monday: Mary
Ornament: White Lily
Tuesday: Elizabeth
Ornament: Mother and Child
Wednesday: Zechariah
Ornament: Pencil and Tablet
Thursday: Joseph
Ornament: Hammer
Friday: Jesus
Ornament: Manger
Saturday: Christ
Ornament: Chi-Rho

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
the Candle of “Love”  is  lit.

Pray it like a normal 9-day novena: and it ends on December 8th, the feast of Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception. (A Holy Day of Obligation, what a better way to end the 
novena than with Mass?)

OR

Pray it the traditional way, as St. Andrew’s Christmas novena: and it lasts the 
duration of Advent, ending on Christmas Eve. This way, it is used as preparation for 
the Lord’s birth and the joyous Christmas Season.

Share the 

Light!

Love
Beginning from December 17th, the O Antiphons are traditionally prayed in the Church. 
They cover the special period of Advent preparation known as the "Octave before 
Christmas," from December 17th to the 23rd. (December 24 is Vespers of the Christmas 
Vigil, and does not have an O Antiphon.) “Prayers & Activity Sheet” bit.ly/oantiphoncoins

The Light is On For You  - December 20th 4-7pm at a parish near you!

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fourth-sunday-of-advent-cycle-c-sunday-connection/
https://lifelongcatechesis.osv.com/questions_of_the_week/en/fourth_sunday_of_advent
https://youtu.be/OPsEljFzjKg
https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/search/label/O%20Antiphons
https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2017/12/o-is-for-bagels-and-o-antiphons.html
https://catholiccuisine.blogspot.com/2008/12/starlight-cookies-for-last-week-of.html
https://bit.ly/candleoflove
https://bit.ly/saintsoftheseason
https://youtu.be/eiL3b23N710
https://uscatholic.org/articles/201908/5-ways-to-help-your-kids-keep-the-faith-even-at-public-schools/
https://catholicexchange.com/ten-ways-prepare-communion
https://catholicexchange.com/ten-ways-prepare-communion
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13539/documents/2018/5/Ten%20Tips%20for%20Better%20Confessions.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13539/documents/2018/5/Ten%20Tips%20for%20Better%20Confessions.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/13539/documents/2018/5/Ten%20Tips%20for%20Better%20Confessions.pdf
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/growing-in-faith-through-podcasts
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/growing-in-faith-through-podcasts
https://epicpew.com/10-biblical-names-jesus-pivotal-meanings/
https://epicpew.com/10-biblical-names-jesus-pivotal-meanings/
https://catholic-link.org/images/gallery-quotes-on-family-by-the-holy-fathers-to/
https://inspired-motherhood.com/scriptures-to-pray-over-your-family/
https://inspired-motherhood.com/scriptures-to-pray-over-your-family/
https://osvnews.com/2015/06/17/10-ways-to-live-your-faith-at-work/
https://osvnews.com/2015/06/17/10-ways-to-live-your-faith-at-work/
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/catholic/saints/10-influential-saints-and-their-legends.aspx
https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/catholic/saints/10-influential-saints-and-their-legends.aspx
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/tencommandments-prayer/
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/tencommandments-prayer/
https://youtu.be/1BUb2dX2v-I
https://youtu.be/QYdB9mfqvcI
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/the-jesse-tree/the-jesse-tree-for-the-fourth-week-of-advent/
https://bit.ly/oantiphoncoins
https://syracusediocese.org/being-catholic/the-light-is-on-for-you-campaign/



